In America, free public education is considered the best in the world; but some argue that it is not the top.  Some major international scholars from the United States and other countries have valid arguments for both.  In either case, free public education is pivotal to American society and affects all aspects of society.  Some areas that education affects society include but not limited to: the government itself, the economy, patriotism, etc.  
   To see where there are some good sides and bad sides to America’s public education system we look at Russia.  In the article published in the Russian Social Science Review, “The System of Education and Youth Crime” by M.P. Sturova, the author talks about how education and youth crime are related.  In the article, Sturova talks about how that in secondary schools “School administrations were given the right to admit… on a selective basis” (Sturova 36) which leaves students that are low performing or has a bad standing with the school can be removed from school and are left on the streets.  Gladly, in America students do not have to worry about schools choosing their fate to move to the next grade; but Federal Law does not require a student to stay in school after the age of sixteen (Lohman).  This is considered a flaw in the American education system in the sense that a child who is low performing, may drop out of high school and depending on the circumstances, may join a gang or be involved in crime.  The major point that is being showed about the American education system that since the families nor the children have to directly pay for them to attend public schools, some children will not take school seriously and flunk out.  Compared to college, most of the times the family of the student or the student his/herself will have to pay for their education out of pocket and moreover forcing them to pass their classes.  Although this sounds like a lot of children in America, it is not!  According to the United States Department of Education “high school graduation rates are at their highest level since 1974” (Brenchley).  According to these statistics, during the 2009-2010 school year, 78.2 percent of high school seniors graduated on time compared to 73.4 percent in the 2005-2006 school year (Brenchley).  For the most part children are know that school is important and overall do very well in public schools.
Another good point that Sturova brings up in his article is that upbringing of a child can affect the impact of their education (Sturova 37).  This brings up an excellent point, in the fact the upbringing of the child affects the outcome of their education.  For example, a child who was raised in family who believes that hard work will leave to achievement and thus the parents will teach the child about work ethic and what it means to do well in school and the child will do well in school.  Typically, this child will pass high school and move on to higher education.  On the other hand, a child who comes from a family whose parents do not care as much for the child as most other families will let the child do poorly in school and will not care about.  This child will most likely drop out of high school and may never get his/her high school diploma and will most likely live in the lower class of American society.   These two examples are very prominent in the American education system and it really shows how upbringing can really affect a child’s performance in school.  
Perhaps the most important contributing factor to the motivation behind individual’s behavior and actions is that which they put their faith into. Research by Oguzhan C. Dincer, a professor in the department of economics at Illinois State University, has found that an increase in trust within the society results in an increase of schooling across the United States (Trust and Schooling, Dincer). This trust data that he speaks of, comes from the general belief in other individual’s integrity and honesty within the society. Because of this greater level of trust amongst the citizens of the United States in comparison to other countries, the consistency of education is very high and desirable for anyone seeking to further their academic knowledge. Another aspect of faith is not just in one’s peers, but also in the structure and powerful institution of higher education that many of the universities in the United States has to offer. As a result of going to a college or university for higher education, citizens improve their chances of being successful and help to positively contribute to that cycle of overall trust in one another. An example of this is that individuals with a four year degree are likely to earn about twenty-two thousand dollars more per year than someone with just a high school diploma, and those with only high school diplomas are about twice as likely to be unemployed than those with a college degree (CollegeBoard.org). From the perspective of international students seeking to delve deeper into academia, the United States is the most attractive destination because it has the most versatile and flexible higher education system in the world (Why Study in the United States, Global IDP Services). Not only are the universities in the United States world leaders in technology and scientific techniques, but they also provide opportunities for teaching, research, and most importantly, jobs that are very unique and uncommon in other countries (Why Study in the United States, Global IDP Services). By coming to the United States these individuals also get a chance to try their hand at the “American Dream”, and have an opportunity to participate in all of the wealth, prosperity and freedom that comes along with it. With so many promising benefits and advantages involved in studying and investing oneself into the system of education in the United States, the risks seem very minute and very much worth the sacrifice that it may take to stake your claim in the world of academics. 
When approaching the argument that America is the “greatest country” on earth there are many ways that one can argue that. One can say that we are because of the opportunities that are allocated within this country; the opposing side could say the otherwise. With the growing number of immigrants and the ever expanding opportunities for individuals, there are also underlying and hard evidence that the statement can be disputed. Regardless of it being the statistics of the mortality rate of America being high or even America having the highest number of incarcerated people, one topic that is futile to America as a global economy is education. It isn’t difficult to say that education is definitely a contributing factor to America’s “greatness” as one would say, but can we really believe that our students are getting the proper education that they need in order to compete within the global economy, strengthening the statement that so many Americans are proud of? We know that education is valuable in the world today, but if we can’t begin to reform and evaluate our educational system, it will take away more of the statement of America being so great. Education is key to a great work force and is key to the future of the status of the country through the economic progress. If we develop a deeper understanding, then this could be a way that could help restore the status of America or even hinder us on global scale.
A problem that could be hindering the American educational system and the debate whether or not we are the greatest country is the idea of immigration and the influence of education to minorities. Not saying that all minorities and immigrants aren’t adequately learning the same that white or Chinese students are; however, according to an article, Blacks, Hispanics, and Native Americans are disproportionately overrepresented in 2-year colleges and underrepresented in both public and private universities (1982; Minorities and the Egalitarian-Meritocratic Values Conflict in American Higher Education: New Answers for an Old Problem. By: Shom, Charles L., Spooner, Sue, Journal of Multicultural Counseling & Development, 08838534, Oct91, Vol. 19, Issue 4). Why is this?  In today’s economy and world, we are overcoming the past and moving forward, but are we really? According to this, we aren’t getting anywhere. This directly hinders and tears down the idea that America is the “greatest country” if we aren’t even allotting our minorities to get the same degree as non-minorities or equipping them the same as we equip non-minority individuals. There isn’t really a right or wrong answer when answering these questions; however, if we need to tackle the issues to resolve the debate of American, then we start answering questions like this. Many minority students are "first generation" college attenders and consequently, may not have adequate familial and peer-group support. Thus, they often drop out of college not because of academic problems, but because of the absence of a supportive environment (Astin, 1982). What are some ways that this can be changed? Maybe we could find ways that suit African-American students with material that is familiar within their culture or what this particular minority group is used to. Spanish, for Hispanic minorities, could be spoken separately from English, if Spanish is the first language of the Hispanic minority. All these ideas are great, but it isn’t sure that this could benefit or hinder the educational system.  
Another question isn’t about the material that students are learning, it’s more about how we are making the students learn. We go to school for about 7-8 hours a day here in America, with breaks in between and with little time for students to fully grasp what they learned. The materials within schools as students age becomes challenging, obviously and as the students’ age, less interactive approaches are taken by the faculty to allot students the capability of succeeding and reestablishing the long faded saying. With the long hours that are spent in the classrooms, could it also be that teachers aren’t sufficiently supplied with the necessary tools needed to equip today’s student population. Congress requested a $1.35 billion in the budget for 2010-2011 fiscal year, in education (Committee on Labor and Education, March 2010). With all the money that is being spent, is it being spent in a recreational way or for the purpose of educating our students for the top position in the globe with regards to the economy? 
When making the statement of America being the greatest country, one needs to step back and consider the flaws in America by their economy. Education has to be one of the many ways that America is slowly but assuredly slipping as the top economic power of the free world. If this country is really doing anything to educate this generation, they won’t have the information and knowledge to regain trust in the American economy. When America has a great economy, a culturally diverse atmosphere and opportunities for immigrants and citizens, then will we be able to state that America is the greatest country and back up our statements by evidence.
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